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Harm includes: 

• Sharing drugs with minors (including marijuana) 
• Sexual involvement between minors (children & adolescents) 
• Sexual, physical, emotional abuse 
• Neglect 

Is the person in an at risk group? 
• ≤ 17 years old 
• ≥ 70 years old 
• Intellectually/developmentally disabled 

Is the risk/threat 
imminent or did it 
just occur? 

If there is reason to know or suspect harm 
(to your client or to someone else)… 

Call the police  
or 911 

Call Child 
Protective Services 
or Dept of Human 
Services 

Is the harm 
imminent, specific, 
lethal & identifiable? 

Is the person a 
client? 

Did the harm occur 
when your client 
was ≤ 17 years 
old? 

Call 911 It’s not required, 
but the more 
specific etc. it is, 
you should report 

Is the 
perpetrator at 
risk of harming 
again? 

No action 
required 

Document proof 
that perpetrator 
is no longer a 
risk (e.g. death 
or prison) 

Call Child 
Protective Services 
or Dept of Human 
Services 
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My adolescent client is sexually active 
(Officially – always report.   

Realistically – follow this line of thinking.) 

Is the adolescent cognitively impaired or 
developmentally delayed? 

Call Child 
Protective Services 
or Dept of Human 
Services (it’s a 
Class 3 felony) 

Are both 
adolescents < 17? 

Is there any 
aggression of any 
kind (even if your 
client consents)? 

Is one partner 18 
years old or older? 

Do parents 
disapprove of the 
sexual activity? 

Call Child 
Protective Services 
or Dept of Human 
Services  

Is one partner < 
15? 

Call Child 
Protective Services 
or Dept of Human 
Services  

Call Child 
Protective Services 
or Dept of Human 
Services  

Call Child 
Protective Services 
or Dept of Human 
Services  

A report is 
probably not 
necessary.  

A report is 
probably not 
necessary.  


